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At RIC:· 
Upward Bound program nearing 20, stronger than ever 
by Laurence J. ~~-- ,. _ Jr. 
stable educational delivery system seems 
to be evidence of its effectiveness. 
Durable projects wear well. 
Back in 1965 when it started at Rhode 
Island College, Upward Bound was 
perceived by some people as a way to 
make the walls safe from graffiti and to 
keep city street corners free of kids who 
_ wanted to hang out. 
"We need to break down some of the 
myths that still exist about Upward 
Bound," observes Mariam Boyajian ., 
assistant director of student develop-
ment in charge of Upward Bound. 
"When it first began it was seen as a 
program to keep kids off the street. 
Playtime.'' 
Funded by the federal government , 
the Upward Bound program had its 
origins in the social ferment and political 
unrest of the sixties. That it still func-
tions and has evolved into a mature, 
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Family get-together is 
automatic RIC reunion 
by George LaTour 
Gerard J. and Helen Larivee of Pawtucket never attended Rhode Island Col-
lege, but as sure as God made little green apples they have been an integral part of 
the college community and tradition. 
You see, Mr. and Mrs. Larivee have 10 children, nine of whom have attended 
the college. The tenth is as yet too young for college, still being in Our Lady of 
Providence High School. And while young Michael is presently pondering the 
possibilities of attending M.I.T ., it would come as a surprise to no one if in the 
end he chose RIC, too, thus making it 10 for 10! 
All toll, the Larivee family has about 33 years of college education at RIC com-
mencing in the late 1960s when the fir st of their children, Pauline (Larivee) 
Noury, now of St. Cloud , Minn., broke ground and enrolled in science educa-
tion. She graduated in 1973. continued on page 4 
BELOW: Just in time for spring and the 
commencement season the campus mall 
gets a new carpet of turf. Instant green 
grass appears as the rolls of sod are laid. 
down. 
RIGHT: Kenneth Clark speaks at dinner 
in his honor at Biltmore Plaza. Seated is 
William Wiley, long active in civil rights 
causes in Rhode Island. (See pages 6 & 7 
for more photos.) 
If the testimony of Boyajian and some 
of the faculty and staff involved with 
Upward Bound is reliable, RIC's Up-
ward Bound (UB) operation is a major 
success story. 
"RIC's program was ranked in the 
top 20 percent in the country last year 
when applications for re-funding the 
grant went through," says Boyaj ian. 
RIC's Upward Bound program is one 
of approximately 400 projects similar in 
nature funded by the U.S. Office of 
Education. For 1984-85 RIC received 
$221,690. 
The major goal of any UB program is 
to generate in selected low-income youth 
the skills and motivation necessary for 
success in completing high school and in 
enrolling in post-secondary education. 
RIC is no exception. The UB program 
at the college is contracted to service 100 
youth from ~ix target high schools. The 
schools are the Alternate Learning Pro-
ject, Mount Pleasant High School, 
Hope High School, Central High 
School, all in Providence, Shea High 
School in Pawtucket, and Central Falls 
High School in Central Falls. 
To be eligible for the program a stu-
dent must be in the 10th or 11th grade at 
the time of enrollment and if positively 
evaluated, he or she will be continued in 
the program throughout high school. 
continued on page 10 
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DR. ROBERT W. ELAM, professor 
of )llusic will have two new works per-
forn:ied in the Rhode Island Composers 
Festival on May 7 at 8 p.m. in the Trinity 
Repertory's Lederer Theatre, The 
Grass Harp Suite, a prepared tape 
work for string quartet, flute and syn-
thesizers, and -ff I Have Made My 
Lady for JoAnn Mouradjian, soprano· 
R_obert Currier, viola; and Arlene Cole: 
piano. 
These are products of a sabbatical 
leave and were presented at the Universi-
ty of Rhode Island Fine Arts Center 
Recital Hall on April 27. A panel discus-
sion with the composer will follow. Ad-
mission charge is $2 at the door with free 
admission to students and senior 
citizens. Call 792-2431 or 421-2286 for 
reservations. · 
CHESTER E. SMOLSKI, professor 
of anthropology / geography, attended 
the annual meeting of the Association of 
American Geographers in Washington, 
D.C. from April 21-26 at which he 
presented a paper on ·Senate Redistric-
ting in Rhode Island: A Study of 
Geographic Boundaries and 
Neighborhoods · at a session on political 
geography. 
DR. JOHN P. ROCHE, associate 
professor of sociology, has had an arti-
cle, An Examination of the Resurgence 
of Ethnicity Literature published in 
Sociolr,gical Spectrum, Vol. 4, April -
June, 1984. 
DR. HERBERT R. WINTER, pro-
fessor of political science, has been 
elected to the governing council of the 
New England Political Science Associa-
tion. 
KEN NETH P. BINDER, assistant 
director of transfe~ admissions (acting), 
was elected to the office of president-
elect of the Rhode Island Associatio n of 
Admissions Officers on March 14 at a 
meeting at Roger Williams College. 
WILLIAM H. HURRY JR., director 
of finan .cial aid and student employ-
~ent, LAURENCE J. SASSO JR., 
director of News and Information Ser-
vices, and GEORGE LATOUR public 
information officer, recently ser~ed as a 
~anel of judges for the community ac-
tion programs of the states' Veterans of 
Foreign Wars posts . Winners names 
were submitted to the VFW National 
Headquarters for .recognition . . 
ROSE C. MERENDA, assistant pro-
fessor at Henry Barnard School, con-
ducted a workshop Parental Involve -
ment? Yes ... Maximizing the Com-
munication Network at the spring con-
ference of the New England Association 
for the Education of Young Children on 
April 27 in Manchester, N.H. · 
A chapter entitled "Genetic Interven -
tion" from the fourth edition of The 
Science of Biology, co-authored by DR. 
~ICHARD N. KEOGH, professor of 
b10logy, has been selected for inclusion 
in a new book, The Shaping of the 
Modern Mind, edited by Robert F. 
Scholz. The purpose of the Scholz book 
js to acquaint the reader with "some of 
the revolutionary changes which have 
occurred in the shaping of our scientific 
tradition." 
The chapter in Keogh's book was 
newly written for the fourth edition of 
Keogh's textbook. Keogh, a member of 
the biology department for the past 17 
years, currently directs the Bureau of 
Grants and Sponsored Projects. 
lor Note. 
I Letters ..; __ 
• I DwLa"Y' 
Gavin Knott, the son of GENE I_ want _to thank you so very much for 
April 17, 1984 
KNOTT, former director of counseling seemg to it that we had good coverage in 
,\t Rhode Island College, died on April What's News about Professor Shepper-
25 of leukemia. Gene is currently son's visit during the last two weeks . It 
associa te director of counseling at the seemed to me that it worked quite well 
University of Rhode Island. He resides for you to conduct that interview vir-
al 21 Paul Ave., Peacedale 02879. In lieu tually on his first day here . But news 
of flowers donations may be made to the '.'-bout hiJ? was available to people dur-
Gavin Knott Fund, c/o Betty Ward at m~ th~ tune he was stiJI on campus . I 
the URI Counseling Center. thmk _ it helped considerably, especially 
the little box that noted his further 
public appearances. 
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He enjoyed meeting you. He was glad 
to have a print of the photograph that 
appeared in What's News. He is a collec-
~or of va0ous things and so enjoyed hav-
mg the picture to take back with him. 
. Many thanks for your help. 
Cordially, 
Ridgway F. Shinn · Jr. 
Professor of History 
Do you need ... 
1:IOR SALE: Refrigerator Sanyo 1. 7 
cu. ft. (dorm size) asking $50 . Call 
456-8527 between 8:30 a.m. and 4:30 
p.m. 
ROOM NEEDED: Male out-of-state 
student is looking for a place to stay here 
in Rhode Island for the summer. I'll be 
taking summer classes and working on 
campus. I'm willing to housesit (no 
charge) or rent an inexpensive room. 
Dates accommodations needed; Mon-
day, May 21, to Sunday; July 1, and 
Saturday, July 14, through Tuesday, Ju-
ly 24. Please call 456-8341 and ask for 
David or Joanne. 
COOPERATIVE PLAYGROUP - ls 
sponsoring Summer Co-·op, on-campus 
child care for children ages 3 to 6. Open 
8 a.!11. to I p.m. Monday to Friday, both 
sess10ns. Fees are $75. per each session 
and parent participation is required. 
Open to children and students, faculty 
and staff. Enrollment is limited and ap-
plications must be made before May 4. 
Please call 456-8154. 
FREE: Dog to a good home. Mrckey a 
..!iandsome year old mixed breed male-
friendly, gentle and neutered . Please caii 
751-0571. 
(WJ:,at's News carries classified advertis-
ing as a service to its readers. Items 
printed must be of direct interest to the 
college community as judged by the 
editor. No charge is made for the ads 
which may be run up to three times, 
although due to space requirements~ 
each item may be limited to one prin-
ting. What's News will not know!ingly 
publish any ad that is false, misleading 
or discriminatory.) 
Bureau of Grants and Sponsored Projects: 
Request for proposals 
The Bureau of Grants and Sponsored 
Projects will be providing information 
about requests for proposals (RFPs) on 
Cf regular ~asis in. t~is column. Anyone 
1'!terested m obtammg further inf orma-
flon or applications and guidelines need 
only circle the number of the RFP on the 
coupon below and send it to the Bureau 
in Roberts 410. 
1. American Institute for Indian 
Studies Fellowship Program: A variety 
of fellowships and awards are available 
in the humanities, social sciences and 
natural sciences as they relate to india. 
Supportable activities include research 
a_nd training, library service, profes-
s10nal development fellowships, travel 
grants and translation projects . 
DEADLINE: July I. 
DEADLINE : July 1. 
5. National Institutes of Health / Na-
tional Institute of Aging Behavorial 
Sciences Research Program: This pro-
gram funds research on the social, 
psychological and cultural factors that 
affect the aging process and their in-
terplay with biological and physiological 
aspects of aging. Program interests in-
clude: aging and bereavement, minority 
aging, social networks and support 
systems, and learning and memory 
changes with aging. DEADLINE: July 
I. 
6. Fulbright Scholar-in-Residence 
Program: This program's purpose is to 
strengthen the international dimension 
of teaching programs at institutions with 
limited opportunities to receive foreign 
scholars, and to develop or enrich 
established area studies or international 
programs . 
Grants cover international travel for 
the scholar, maintenance stipends of 
$1,200 - $2,000 per month, limited funds 
for books and educational materials and 
basic medical insurance. Appointments 
may be made for one quarter, a semester 
or a full academic year. DEADLINE: 
Nov. I. 
2. Natio.nal Science Foundation 
Presidential Young Investigator 
Awards .: Up to 200 new awards will be 
m~de to outstanding young faculty in 
science and engineering . Faculty awards 
are for those who received or are about 
to receive doctoral degrees . Candidate 
awards are for graduate students nearing 
their doctoral degrees, post -doctorals or 
other recent doctorals with faculty 
status. Doctorates are to have been 
received after I / I / 80. A minimum of 
$25,000 per year will be awarded for up 
to five years. DEADLINE: July I. ~----------------~ I Please send me information on the I 
I following programs: (Circle programs of I 
I interest to you.) I 
3. National Institute of Mental Health 
Behavioral Sciences Research: This pro-
gram supports basic and applied 
research on psychological and 
psychosocial factors that influence 
behavioral development and modifica-
tion, especially those factors relating to 
mental health and illness. Areas for 
research : cognition and learning, pro-
cesse~ and problems, personality and 
emot10nal processes and problems, in-
terpersonal processes and problems and 
family processes and mental h;alth . 
DEADLINE: July I. 
2. 3. 
4 . 5. 6. 
Name: ___________ _ 
Extension: __________ _ 
Campus 
Address: __________ _ 
May 7, 1984/ 
I 
I 
I 
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I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
4. American Nurses Foundation Com-
petitive Grants: Approximately 12 
rese_arch awar1s are _made each year for 
proJects on b1omed1cal and behavioral 
aspec_ts of disease confronted by nurses. 
Applicants must be registered nurses 
with faculty appointments . Preference is 
given to new doctorally-prepared nurses . 
The maximum award is $2, JOO. ------------------
April 18, 1984 
Dear ·Larry: 
Thank you for your recent news arti-
cle on the communications area trip to 
Washington, D .C. during the Spring 
Break . 
One aspect of the trip that was 
reported should be clarified. Senator 
Chafee gave up half of his lunch hour to 
meet with RIC students and faculty . He 
afforded 1.1s a courtesy tour that was an 
unusual delight for visitors to 
Washington, D.C. His efforts were well -
appreciated. 
Lawrence Budner 
Coordinator 
Communications Area 
To Arleene and David Sweet 
and the RIC community: 
Thank you for your kind and 
thoughtful expressions of concern and 
best wishes for a speedy return from my 
recent h_ospitalization . Your cards, calls 
and fruit basket cheered my spirit and 
showed me again how fortunate I am to 
have so many good friends at Rhode 
Island College. 
Warm regards, 
John S. Foley 
Vice President for 
College Advancement 
and Support 
Do You MiND iF I 8VRN a HoLe iN YouR 
5HiRT, ~PiLL a~He~ iN 'louR CoFFee ,. 
COUGH oN YouR F'OOD, ~MeLL UP ' 
YouR HaiR aND CL.OT~e&,, aND-DouBLe 
YouR CH aNce o~ GerTiNG caNceR? 
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A· new approach: 'Everyday Life History' 
Th<' Cou11t n · Fi,ll~r ,11ul his Sou 
What would you do if your history 
professor told you there was no need to 
memorize any dates, to remember what 
exactly Napoleon did, or know who 
fought whom in the Civil War? You'd 
probably ask, "Is this for real?" 
That was exactly the response of 
students of Dr. Kenneth F. Lewalski, 
professor of history at Rhode Island 
College. 
"Everyday Life History", or History 
337, is one of a new series of courses 
designed to approach history in a dif-
ferent way . 
"It's history without dates, facts, and 
events," is how Professor Lewalski 
descibes this novel, unconventional 
course. 
The difference in this course is that it 
stresses experience rather than events 
and studies the lives or ordinary people 
rather than the elite. The past is studied 
by uncovering experiences of the past 
through material wants and needs, social 
interaction, and collective mentalities ; 
i.e., emotions. 
This new trend in social history began 
in the 1930's and only recently began to 
WITH MAP OF CAPE VERDE donated to RIC by Manuel Veiga, director of culture for 
the Cape Verde Ministry of Education and Culture (second from left), are Sally Wilson (1) 
special collections librarian, and Vernon Lisbon (r), director of student development at 
RIC. Others in party not identified. 
Cape Verdean minister 
visits RIC 
The committee to follow-up on the 
visit to Rhode Island College by His Ex-
cellency, Aristides M. Perreira, Presi-
dent of the Republic of Cape Verde, was 
host on Tuesday, April 17, to Manuel 
Veiga. 
Mr. Veiga, director of culture for the 
Ministry of Education and Culture, was 
in the United States to address the an-
nual Cape Verdean Conference spon-
sored by the New England Bi-lingual 
Education Multi-functional Support 
Center and Brown University. 
Following lunch at the Faculty center 
with members of the committee and a 
tour of the campus, Mr. Veiga met at the 
college's Bannister Art Gallery with 
Lawrence Sykes, profes-sor of art. He 
also paid a visit to the language 
laboratory where Norman Gendreau, 
director of the laboratory, explained the 
functions and demonstrated the equip-
ment. 
Mr. Veiga studied at the Minor 
Seminary in Cape Verde, the Institute of 
High Theology in Portugal , and com-
pleted his studies in linguistics at Aix En 
Provence in Fr:mce. Fluent in Por-
tuguese, French and Crioulo, he used an 
interpreter for English conversations. 
Following his unofficial visit to RIC, 
Mr. Veiga went on to Boston University 
where he was scheduled to make a 
presentation on "Literary and Oral · 
Traditions." He was also scheduled to 
meet with the chancellor of the Universi-
ty of Massachusetts at Amherst. They 
were to discuss strategies to develop a 
lijiison between UMass and the Republic 
of Cape Verde. 
While at Rhode Island College, the 
director of culture presented anew color 
map of Cape Verde to Sally Wilson, 
assistant librarian for special collections. 
The map will be displayed in the Fortes -
Room of Adams Library . 
Nursing info 
sessions 
Information sessions for students 
planning to enroll in Nursing 100 during 
the fall 1984 semester will be held on the 
following days in Fogarty Life Science 
Building 147: Tuesday, May 1, from 2 to 
3 p.m.; Wednesday, May 2, from 11:30 
a.m . to 12:30 p.m.; Thursday, May 3, 
from 11 a.m. to noon. 
It is essential that any student plann-
ing to enroll in this course next fall at-
tend one of these sessions, states Rebec-
ca Lassan, chair of the department. 
What's News 
DEADLINE 
Tuesday 
4:30 p.m. 
by Filomena Trombino 
filter into American education . 
"Social history was delayed in this 
country," explains Lewalski. "History 
was focused on politics. After the Viet 
Nam War, changes in education and 
social history came into being." 
There is no textbook as of yet and it's 
just as well according to Lewalski. He 
feels that the history curriculum is in 
danger of being too text-book oriented . 
The sources used are vast and diverse. 
He finds it a "challenge to pull 
together material." Songs, novels, 
poems, films, and a reservoir of 200 
overhead projector transparencies are 
some examples of the sources used daily 
in his class. 
Lewalski became interested in this 
new approach several years ago. 
"I had been reading European 
material for many years and everything 
came together in my mind (and also) 
how it should be done," he said. 
He adds that the students' responses 
have been positive and that some still 
can't believe the types of things they are 
studying in a history class. Toilet habits, 
the invention of forks and knives, or the 
wearing of corsets are not your typical 
history topics. 
Traditional historians have found this 
approach ''trivial,'' according to 
Lewaiski, and have opposed its ex-
istence, Lewalski feels. He teaches his 
students that "if you have a conceptual 
ideal, trivia fits in a pattern." 
For instance, forks, knives, and 
spoons were not used in earlier periods 
and more and more of today's foods are 
"finger foods." Trivialities form a pat-
tern when put into long term perspec-
tives. 
"Everyday Life History" stresses con-
tinuity and innovation. Students come 
into contact with primary sources and 
integrate what they learn in their studies. 
Those in the new history curriculum 
are required to take two thematic 
courses (courses which are based on a 
theme rather than an event or period in 
time) of which "Everyday Life History" 
is one. Prerequisites are History 110 and 
I 11. According to Lewalski, History 337 
will not be offered again until the '85 -
'86 academic year. 
RIC dorm students 
hear program on 
· drunk driving 
Johnston patrolman and 
legal expert outline 
ramifications 
Twenty-four dormitory students 
gathered in the lounge of Willard Hall, a 
Rhode Island College residence hall, on 
Monday, April 30 to learn the facts 
about drunk driving and its conse-
quences. The program was arranged ?)'. 
resident assistant Richard Pandolfm1 · 
and Mary Olenn of the Office of Health 
Promotion. . 
Speakers at the program were An-
thony Richard Tallo of Providence and 
Patrolman Michael Leveille of the 
Johnston Police Department. They in-
formed students of the consequences of 
driving while under the influence (DWI), 
drawing on their own experiences as pro-
fessionals to illustrate their points . 
Tallo, a 1969 graduate of RIC and of 
Suffolk University Law School, explain-
ed the penalties associated with OWL 
A first offense includes a minimum 
$200 fine; 3-to-6 months license suspen-
sion; 10-to-60 hours of community ser-
vice and / or up to one year in jail; a $150 
highway safety assessment and alcohol 
or drug treatment or drunk driving· 
school. Penalties increase with repeated 
offenses. 
Tallo added that death resulting from 
DWI becomes a felony and the fine is 
$500 to $1000, one year license suspen-
sion and a six-months-to-one year in 
jail. Penalties increase with repeated of-
fenses. 
Leveille demonstrated the procedure 
followed by patrolmen in DWI cases. If 
a patrolman finds probable cause, the 
subject is given a choice of whether or 
not to submit to a test. 
If he or she agrees, a field preliminary 
alcohol indicator test is given. The size 
of a small transistor radio, the indicator 
is equipped with green, amber, and red 
lights (green - no alcohol presence; 
amber - some; red - definite). If the 
amber or green bulbs light, the subject is 
taken to the police station for a more 
precise reading. 
The "breathalizer" test, as it is more 
commonly known, is given by a certified 
patrolman such as Leiveille. A reading 
of . I OOJo r more is the level at which one 
is considered impaired by law. 
Pandolfini, weighing 155 pounds, • 
. drank one beer (12 ounces) one hour 
before he was tested. The reading was 
already .040Jo. In some states, .050Jo is 
considered to be the level of impairment. 
Tallo pointed out that one has the 
right to refuse to submit to a chemical 
test. Refusal, howe:ver, is punishable by 
law and a violator will be facing two 
counts instead of one. 
Penalties for the first offense of 
refusal to submit are: $300 minimum 
fine; 3-to-6 months license suspension; 
10-to-60 hours community service; $150 
highway safety assessment and alcohol 
or drug treatment or drunk driving 
school. Penalties increase for each addi-
tional offense. · 
According to Olenn, traffic accidents 
are the leading cause of death for people 
aged 16-to-34 years. Alcohol is related in 
over 500Jo. There is one death every 20 
minutes. Three people die and 80 are 
seriously injured every hour. These 
figures represent victims as well as drunk 
drivers. 
Olenn adds that the risk of driving 
while under the influence increases three 
times after only one drink. 
A field preliminary breathalizer, much 
like the ones used by police, and related 
literature are available at the Office of 
Health Promotion for borrowing. It is 
located in the Student Life Office in 
Craig Lee . 
Twenty-one-year old . Pandolfini, a 
resident assistant for two semesters, con-
. ducted this program as part of his resi-
. dent assistant contract. Each RA is re-
quired to provide at least two programs 
each semester for the benefit of 
students. 
Other programs arranged by Pan-
dolfini in the past were the WRIC / RSA 
1 
Dance Marathon, a ping-pong / pool 
tournament and a program on human 
sexuality. 
Of this program, Pandolfini said, "It 
was a success because of the large tur-
nout and the positive response.'' 
.• .,, ....... ~. ·• • -rb ............. .. • ,~ 
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Family get-together is 
automatic RIC reunion 
conti!tued from page I 
Robert enrolled in chemistry before Pauline graduated and Rita joined him 
shortly thereafter in the pursuit of higher education. He graduated in 1976 or 77. 
Rita studied mathematics and math education, was instrumental in the establish-
ment of the Math Learning Center, was a member of the RIC Math Club and 
after receiving her bachelor's degree in 1977 went on to obtain her master's from 
RIC also. She then taught mathematics here for a time as a parttirne instructor. 
Rita fullfilled all her requirements for both her bachelor's and master's degrees 
in five years' time. 
Rita WflS no sooner involved with her studies when Denise arrived to study 
math and chemistry. She eventually became president of the Math Club, 
graduated in 1979 and is currently a captain in the U.S. Air Force stationed in 
New Mexico. 
Denise didn't have to wait long for family companionship on the college cam-
pus. Therese (Larivee) Focht soon joined the college scene, took up studies in 
physical education and became a member of the tennis team. She graduated in 
1982 and now resides in Levittown, Pa . 
. A scant year later Jeannette arrived at RIC (one assumes the Larivee family · 
had installed a revolving door in their home by this time and, perhaps, another at 
the college). Jeannette studied nursing, performed on the gymnastics team, 
graduated in 1983 and is now a 2nd lieutenant in the U.S. Air Force in Sacramen-
to, Cal. 
Before Jeannette could become lonesome, George arrived to study 
mathematics. He was president of the Math Club also and will this month upon 
graduation receive the Mitchell Award in mathematics. 
George was quick to pass the torch to Irene who's now studying industrial arts 
and is a member of the track and cross-country teams. She plans to graduate in 
1986. 
Let 's see ... there was Pauline (that's one); Robert, two; Rita, three; Denise, 
four; Therese, five; Jeannette, six; George, seven; and Irene, eight. Where's 
number nine? 
Oh yes, that would be Normand . Normand cheated a little and got his 
bachelor's degree at Framingham State in Massachusetts, but so as not to tarnish 
the family record he came to RIC for a master's degree in psychology which he is 
in the process of acquiring now. 
Now eleven pair of eyes are focused on poor Michael who exhibits remarkable 
courage everytime he mentions the possibility of attending M.I.T. Of course, 
should the "misguided" youth actually attend M.I.T. (not a bad college, so we've 
been told), he could always come to RIC for his master's as did Normand . Good 
ole Normand. 
How, you might ask, (especially if you are a parent), does Mr. and Mrs. 
Larivee manage financially to put nine children through college one right after 
the other? It would be a little easier to comprehend if Mr. Larivee was the presi-
dent of General Motors with a staggering salary to match the staggering task of 
giving college educations to nine children over a space of 15 years. And even 
that's not going to be the end of it what with Michael corning along. 
Mr. Larivee is a Brown University-educated draftsman . Mrs. Larivee, in addi-
tion to being a homemaker, does volunteer teaching of reading and catechism at 
St. Cecilia's School. Where then, does all the money come from? 
"Everybody pitches in to get money ," assures George. It's a family project to 
say the least. 
And, why did they all chose Rhode Island College? 
There are generally two factors: cost and quality . 
George and Irene, both of whom stopped by the News Bureau last week, ex-
plain that economy had to be practiced. "Money was a big factor," notes 
George, who was quick to add "we've all received a very good education for the 
money ... in fact, an excellent education whether you consider money or not." 
The fact that most of the Larivee family studied education and / or science was 
SENATE INTERN DARLENE COSTA of Riverside poses with U.S. Sen. Claiborne Pell 
in his Washington, D.C. office. A daughter of Edward and Louise Costa, the Rhode Island 
College senior is one of nine RIC students to intern in Washington Congressional offices 
this semester. They interned with Senator Pell and Congresswoman Claudine Schneider as 
reported in the March 12 issue of What's News. 
NUMBER 7 AND NUMBER 8: George and lrepe Larivee of Pawtucket are the seventh 
and eighth members respectively of the Larivee family to attend Rhode Island College in 
the last 15 years,. 
another factor. RIC is THE place to study education in Rhode Island and the 
science facilities and faculty are "first rate" in the Larivee book. 
They've all been or are good students and "a lot of us have been tutors" to 
other students in their respective disciplines, notes George. 
He and Irene report that the family is a close one and "always keeps in touch" 
with one another despite the distance away from home of some of them. "We get 
together and compare notes about RIC and the faculty," says George, who adds, 
"we mutually know all the math faculty." 
The last time the entire Larivee family was together was at Christmas in 1981 
and, of course, everytime they do get together its automatically a RIC reunion! 
cO~~ 
ti>~ 
THE$.XTRASH BANDIT 
IS 
HEREI 
Litter, robs you of services/ money that 
could be provid~d / spe_n! _<:lsewhere:. ____ _ 
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RIC student is cartoonist: 
Don Asmussen draws on his interests 
by Laurence J. Sasso, Jr . 
When he was just a little boy Don 
Asmussen used to go to the movies and 
come home and draw the entire script in 
animation panels. 
"I've been drawing since I was a little 
kid," says the disarmingly informal 
Rhode Island College senior. 
An art studio major with a minor in 
English, Asmussen of Providence Pike, 
North Smithfield, is unswerving in his 
ambition. Unlike many his age (21) he is 
not troubled by any confusion about his 
goals . He knows what he wants to do 
and is pleasantly agressive about making 
. "I'm more interested in writing than 
cartooning, actually," he says. "It's just 
that I'm able to draw." 
He explains that that is why he is 
minoring in English in college. It shows 
in the story lines he develops for 
Looper's World. 
One recent strip, for example, had as 
its theme "fun with presidents." It in-
cluded a panel in which he rather 
outrageously puns on the name of Presi-
dent James A. Garfield and the widely 
popular contemporary comic strip, Gar-
field. 
DONALD ASMUSSEN OF RIC says 'I overdosed on Looney Tunes when I was a kid.' 
himself an opportunity to succeed at it. 
"I'd like to write and illustrate 
children's books and possibly be a 
political cartoonist," he asserts. 
To gain experience and to get his work 
before an audience he has been working 
at The Anchor, RIC's student 
newspaper. For several semesters he has 
drawn editorial cartoons and a comic 
strip called Looper's World. 
In his work Asmussen displays a 
distorted view of people and events 
which seems best summed up as logically 
illogical. His characters are remjniscent 
of the classic targets of satire which il-
lustrators like Will Elder created for 
Mad Magazine. 
Yet while many people have told him 
of the similarities between his work and 
Mad, Asmussen claims he has hardly 
ever opened a copy of the venerable 
humor magazine. 
Instead he lists as his influences peo-
ple like Woody Allen and the Monty 
Python show. 
Asmu ssen, as it happen s, hate s Gar-
field. He calls it "recycled Snoopy anec-
dotes from 10 years ago." 
"I don't want to be another 
Heathcliff," he says pointedly, referring· 
to another popular cartoon featuring a 
cat. 
Asmussen says that in all likelihood it 
is housewives who want to "pin it on 
their refrigerator" who make such strips 
as Garfield and Heathcliff as successful 
as they are. 
When pressed to cite examples of car-
toonists whose work he does admire 
Asmussen comes up with Guindon who 
does a strip peopled with misfits who in-
evitably end up doing something with a 
carp. Guindon's panels find their way 
onto substantial numbers of refrigerator 
doors, one suspects, but the 
refrigerators are probably in faculty 
lounges, newspaper offices and fraterni-
ty and soroity houses. 
Asmussen also cites Wally Tripp, an 
illustrator of children's books as so-
meone he much admires. 
In creating his own strip · or the 
editorial cartoons he did until last 
semester for The Anchor, Asmussen 
likes to research the material and think 
about it before completing the art. 
He says that he tries to maintain "an 
updated way" of dealing with his 
material. He wants to "put together a 
quality cartoon." . 
He doesn't want to have references to 
Michael Jackson ·and E.T. in the strip. 
"Ten years from now people wouldn't 
understand them. They'd have to look 
them up if they weren't there. 
"I like to deal with mundane subjects 
and make them a little bit idiotic.'' he 
confesses. 
"But tell them if the money's good, I 
would do a cat strip," he suddenly jests. 
"I'd sell out like the rest of them.'' 
Irreverence in a non-threatening con-
text seems to be a forte of Asmussen's. 
His style is to deflate the pompous and 
to exaggerate the traits which super-
cilious figures demonstrate. Sometimes 
he simply likes to poke fun at authority 
and establishment values. 
To create a typical edition of Looper's 
World he simply keeps a notebook han-
dy and jots down ideas for the weekly 
strip as he walks around the RIC cam-
pus. 
"I usually write them first then I have 
to draw them. I don't see things as visual 
puns. I get ideas and illustrate them." 
Refreshingly candid, the blond, open-
faced Asmussen cheerfully states that he 
draws his strips on the dining room 
table. No fancy environment for him. A 
studio isn't a necessity. 
The strip is usually completed in one 
three-hour stint just before deadline. He 
normally draws only one draft. 
"Spontaneity is lost if you draw it 
over too many times," he observes. 
Asmussen will graduate from RIC 
next January. At that time he is con-
sidering going to graduate school to fur-
ther study illustration. He says he would 
like to do his graduate study at the 
Rhode Island School of Design. 
Yet, in reflecting on the worldly direc-
tion in which he has channeled his 
talents, he will say directly, "I don't 
have the artist's mind. That's pretty 
shallow as far as artists are concerned, 
but I'm proud." 
There is no evidence of inhibition 
about using his ability to draw to make a 
living. He creates T-shirts for a company 
called Rainbow Designs in Warwick and 
he long has earned money doing posters 
for businesses. 
This summer he plans to set up a 
booth at the Narragansett and Wickford 
Art Festivals and do caricatures for pay. 
Currently the Providence Eagle 
newspaper is reviewing his portfolio, 
and there is a good chance they will soon 
start using Looper's World, Asmussen 
sayMight it be a case of today The Eagle, 
tomorrow King Features Syndicate? 
Stay tuned! 
WHEN INVITED TO SUBMIT a cartoon to What's News to accompany the story about 
himself, Don Asmussen produced this rather irreverent piece. Panel below is detail from a 
recent Looper's World strip. 
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Commemorative 
KEYNOTE SPEAKER for the conference was Kenneth Clark , the sociologist whose 
research convinced the U.S. Supreme Court that separate-but-equal schools were damag-
ing to black children's self image. At right he prepares for press conference. With him is 
Willard Enteman, RIC provost. At dinner the preceding evening (May 1) Clark reminisces 
with Mr. and Mrs. William Wilev, long-time Rhode Island civil rights figures (below). At 
May 2 press conference Clark, James Nabrit and Jack Greenberg of the NAACP Legal 
Defense Fund answer queries (bottom). 
Conference: Brown 1 
Board of Education 
The conference was months in the 
planning. Then all° at once it was here. 
Rhode Island College with help from the 
Sperry Hutchinson Foundation brought 
Kenneth Clark to campus to com-
memorate the 30th anniversary of the 
Brown vs. Board of Education case 
which ended school segregation. 
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30 years later 
It was a time to renew old ties and to 
forge some new links. Panels discussed 
the significance of the decision and 
speakers talked of where the drive for 
complete equality must go from here. 
·The photos on these two pages give a 
sense of the event and how its principal 
figures contributed. 
AT PRESS CONFERENCE RIC art 
professor, Lawrence Sykes, listens atten-
tively to panel. Prof. Patrick O'Regan 
(seated/ lower left) also is concentrating, 
Kenneth Clark (left) in a renective mo-
ment. Oark and TV newsman during 
keynote address (below). 
What's News Photos by Peter P. Tobia 
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W AITlNG FOR CAP & GOWN DAY 
to get underway, communications ma-
jors Sallyanne Santos, Kim Kruger and 
Bonnie Baggesen enjoy a moment of 
levity at left. Student speaker Michael 
Montecalvo delivers his talk above . RIC 
President David Sweet applaud s 
vigorously after students are invested 
with academic regalia below. Sweet and 
wife, Arlene , receive students at recep-
tion under campus pines at far right. 
Panoramic view of reception on 
southeast lawn of Robert Hall is seen 
below right . 
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Cap & Gown Convocation kicks off spring 
It is a ritual. Always about the same, 
but always different, a renewal. The 
ceremony, the music, the words have 
echoes from previous years, but the 
students are always a new bunch, and 
their hopes are always somehow specific 
to their vwn time. Cohort after cohort 
the rite has been part of the RIC com-
mencement season for years. 
This year it happened on an especially 
pleasant day and it seemed to unfold like 
the petals of a hardy annual flower. 
Naturally! 
Speaker for the students in the class of 
1984 was Michael Montecalvo. 
He told his classmates that while many 
people say that college is the best time of 
a person's life, "the best has yet to 
come." 
"Graduates, we have to make our 
mark in society, yet there is an eager 
world waiting for us to accept its 
challenges, hopes and dreams, and it is 
up to us to meet them" 
STUDENT A WARD WINNERS are 
(front row from left) S. Bestwick, J. De-
Quattro, C. Smith, A. Guillet, D. Fish; 
(second row) K. Fillion, J. Petracca, P. 
Janson, P. Orabone and J. Lapolla; 
(third row) K. Gamache, R. Hernandez, 
P. Owen and G. Celender; (fourth row) 
S. Ledoux, C. Clark, L. Brown, G. 
Larivee and A. Feroce; (fifth row) L. 
Bacon, D. Robinson, A. Gower, M. 
Davide, S. Theroux, D. Campo, M. 
Levesque and R. Lapierre; (sixth row) 
M. McNamara and J. Delmonazo. 
Rev. Robert Marcantonio, Catholic 
chaplain at RIC, spoke for the faculty. 
In a talk which touched on many of tne 
salient elements of undergraduate life he 
referred to everything from alcohol to 
soap operas and managed to involve the 
entire audience. 
"As part of my mid-life crisis, I have 
learned that some of you will be able to 
do things that I have no chance of 
- _(. 
doing," he said. 
He also said, "I hope we have done 
our best to help you become the best 
persons you can become, skilled and 
knowledgable in your professional 
fields, able to overcome difficulties in 
life, and filled with enthusiasm for life, 
rulers of your own life. 
He received a standing ovation when 
he finished. 
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Upward Bound program nearing 20, stronger than ever 
continued from page I 
They may also participate during the 
summer following high school gradua-
tion. 
"Upward Bound takes high risk 
students and provides them with ex-
periences whkh help them," Boyajian 
points out. I 
A key element in the service which 
Upward Bound provides for its par-
ticipants is the opportunity to work very 
closely with counselors. The students are 
guided in the selection of their high 
schoo l curriqulum and then monitored 
in their progress. 
In the last three years only three 
students in the UB program have drop-
ped out of high school. In that time span 
the program dealt with approximately 
300 students. 
The general high school drop out rate 
in the targeted areas is somewhere bet-
ween 10 and 25 percent according to 
Boyajian. 
One of tile things which the ad-
ministrato rs of the program took into 
account when they were zeroing in on 
the target schoo ls was the ratio of 
guidance counselors to students. 
accountable," observes Boyajian. 
"People don't faIJ through the cracks, 
and we don't hold onto people just to 
have numbers. We always have accurate 
documentation on who's in the program 
and what they're doing." 
Jeff Kenyon is one of the counselors 
in the program. Along with Boyajian 
and Anthony Cipolla, another 
counselor, he completes the office staff 
of Upward Bound. There are also a 
secretary, nine part-time faculty and 10 
to 15 tutors who work in the program. 
Kenyon formerly was a staff member 
of Talent Search, another federally 
funded progam which operated at RIC, 
and a recruiter for the Preparatory 
Enrollment Program (PEP) before join-
ing Upward Bound as a counselor. 
"The counselor's role is to help the 
students become aware of the choices 
available to them and to advise the 
students and their families in how to go 
about making those choices," says Ke-
nyon . 
Each counselor in UB works with no 
more than 50 students. The number in 
the target schools is much greater. Each 
GLENDA GREEN, a sophomore at Mt. Pleasant High School, attends a class in English. 
They found that in the target schools 
the ratio of guidance personnel to 
students was low. 
"This is where Upward Bound can 
help," says Boyajian. "The program 
can add ress the anxieties and fears and 
provide special assistance." 
"There are a lot of fears," she ex-
plains, citing examples: "I don't think I 
can do the math. I'm afraid of science." 
Currently, non-American born 
students are more readily convinced that 
the program can help them than are 
students born in this country. 
Boyajian wants to look at ways in 
which to educate or re-educate the com-
munities in the targeted areas. She wants 
to make "American born" disadvantag-
ed and minority people more aware of 
what the program offers and then she 
wants to get them to take advantage of 
it. 
She describes one student who entered 
Upward Bound with the goal of becom-
ing a secretary. Instead the young 
woman discovered she had potential to 
do something else and is currently persu-
ing her college degree at Boston College. 
"Don't slight yourself by setting goals 
chat are easy," the student is quoted by 
Boyajian as saying by way of giving ad-
vice to others in the UB program. 
Last year of the 33 graduating seniors 
in the program 31 or 94 percent were ac-
cepted in either a two year or a four year 
college and 30 of them planned to at-
tend . 
It is a rather impressive record. Of 
those who choose to go on, Rhode 
Island College will enroll about 50 per-
cent. The remainder go to a variety of 
other colleges and universities. The 
nearest other Upward Bound program is 
in Boston, Massachusetts. 
In selecting students for RIC 's pro-
gram the staff holds them to some 
rigorous standards. 
Each applicant must take standardiz-
ed tests and some specific tests in math 
and writing which the UB program has 
devised. English as a second language 
(ESL) students must also take a special 
test to determine their level of ability to 
communicate in English . 
Once admitted to Upward Bound the 
students find that the program has its 
own curriculum, textbooks, and criteria 
for success. 
"We provide the students with an op-
portunity to improve but we hold them 
UB counselor sees the students he is 
responsible for at least once each week . 
Since all of the classes for the Upward 
Bound students are on Saturday (they 
are in addition to their regular high 
school classes) the UB counselors each 
come in one Saturday a month and meet 
students then also. 
"The Saturday classes give the 
students a chance to see what college is 
like. They can visit the dorms and see 
other Upward Bound students who have 
successfully completed the program and 
they get an idea of what the possibilities 
are." Kenyon notes. 
"I think now students seem generally 
to be more serious about their role . 
Other programs such as CETA have 
been cut and I think that these students 
are aware that they need to be motivated 
for programs like Upwared Bound. 
"It's rewarding for the counselors to 
have this type of student. It allows the 
program to place students at private col-
leges and universities like Brown and 
Boston College as well public institu-
tions. It keeps us going as counselors. 
You don't burn out because you can see 
the positive payout. We assist the 
students but their success is good for us. 
It helps to motivate the counselors." 
Andre Tejada, 18, a student at Cen-
tral High School, has been in Upward 
Bound at RIC for three years. 
Born in the Dominican Republic, he 
came to the United States with his family 
in 1978. The youngest of six children, he 
lives with his mother. His father is 
deceased . 
"Upward Bound has been a great ex-
perience to me," says Andre. When I 
came here I had some problems with the 
language. When I came lo Upward 
Bound -they helped me feel comfortable. 
Since then I have considered Upward 
Bound to be one of the most challenging 
programs I have ever been in. It en-
courages you and challenges you to be 
anything you want to be." 
Tejada plans to be a computer scien-
tist or a business manager . He has been 
accepted at Boston College. 
"Without Upward Bound, I don't 
think I could have managed," he con-
fides. ''The courage was there but the 
support wasn't there without Upward 
Bound. I had support from my 
counselors .'' 
Tejada described Upward Bound as a 
program in which he could meet people 
from other cultures and learn from them 
while they learned from him . 
"This is a progam like a brotherhood. 
Everyone is together like a family. I have 
many friends who have told me I wish I 
could have been in a progam like you are 
in." 
Josephine Giorgio, a well-known pro-
fessor at the Community College of 
Rhode Island who has gained much 
recognition for her work teaching 
writing, teaches Upward Bound students 
at RIC. She instructs the pupils in 
writing skills and literature. Though she 
plans to retire from CCRI, she is as en-
thusiastic as a second year teacher about 
her work. 
"I suppose a lot of people would balk 
at coming to teach a class on a Saturday 
morning, but I find that when I'm done 
I'm on a real high. They (the students) 
are a real source of energy to me.'' 
An alumna of RIC when it was Rhode 
Island College of Education, she holds a 
master of education degree from Brown 
University. She admits to having become 
obsessed at times with the written word. 
She started her career as an elementary 
school teacher and has "run the entire 
gamµt." She founded the writing center 
at CCR!. 
"The students in Upward Bound are 
learning to make marvelous relation-
ships between what they.'ve experienced 
in life and what they are l;>eing taught. 
"We don't repeat anything the high 
school does . We complement it. If 
they're reading Hamlet in high school 
we don't teach Hamlet, but we will 
allude to it. 
"We want to make sure they have the 
study skills in all their subjects. 
"I wouldn't say that they are all A 
students, but they are all students. Some 
are even scholars. Anyone who is willing 
to get up in the morning and go to 
school is to be commended ." 
Louis Toro teaches ESL classes in the 
l:lpward Bound program. He is as strong 
an advocate of UB as Josephine 
Giorgio. 
"Without Upward Bound the majori-
ty of these kids would wind up in a fac-
tory. "he says. 
Toro says that there is a "mold" 
which must be broken. He refers to it as 
the idea that the current generation of 
immigrant kids must go to work and 
leave it for the subsequent generation to 
go to colJege. 
Ninety to 95 percent of the people 
who wind up in Upward Bound would 
not even have the idea of going to col-
lege without Upward ·Bound, according 
to Toro. 
"It kind of opens the door for them. 
If there were no Upward Bound pro-
gram they would be interested only in 
learning enough English to get a job, but 
those who get accepted are doing excep-
tionally well in college.'' 
"That's not to mention changing their 
entire lifestyle in college. They realize 
their goals and objectives, turn around 
and become the mo~t serious students in 
the college." 
For Toro, like Giorgio, Upward 
Bound provides · a stimulus which makes 
teaching seem that much more fulfilling. 
"The students here make me go 
through the whole week; you really 
teach here," says Toro, a teacher in the 
public schools. 
You don't play the parent / priest / 
teacher role in Upward Bound that you 
play in everyday high school. It's strictly 
academics here. 
"If this were like high school I 
wouldn't be here on Saturday. I find it 
difficult to believe anyone would be here 
to go thr_s>Ugh a sixth day like the other 
five. Upward Bound makes the rest of 
the week livable." 
Delores Davis is a sophomore at RIC. 
She came through the Upward Bound 
Program before being accepted into col-
lege. 
A graduate of Central Falls High 
School, she confides that she wasn't 
planning to go on to any kind of college 
before she got into UB. 
" I really didri't think I had the ability . 
Upward Bound changed my mind," she 
says. 
Today she is majoring in English and 
hopes to someday teach English as a Se-
cond Language. 
"There are two things that really 
stand out. I learned how to be indepen-
dent, and I also learned how to get along 
_with other people, and I really think 
that's important." 
Perhaps these are the sorts of ex-
perience which can make a program not 
only last 20 years, but grow stronger 
while doing so. 
YOUNG MI KOH, originally from 
Korea but now living in Providence, 
listens to a class in English. She attends 
Mt. Pleasant High School. 
ANTHONY MILANO talks about English grammar in Upward Bound program . 
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The Wright Stuff· A thirst for knowledge ,and 
"A dynamo of well-directed 
energy," is how former colleague 
Steve Tegu describes Marion Wright 
of N?rt~ Scituate. And a more apt 
descnpt1on of this extraordinary 
Rhode Island College professor 
would be difficult to find. 
For instance, she loves to travel 
and has done so since growing up i~ 
the Edgewood section of Cranston. 
She's visited 83 countries at last 
count. But Marion Wright does not 
pamper herself with luxury cruises 
or go to Caribbean Islands to lie in 
the sun. 
She traveled through 15 
autonomous regions of the Soviet 
Union - birdwatching. Part of a 
summer in India included two weeks 
at a remote missio:i.ary station. She 
has been so far off the beaten track 
i~ Yugos_lavia, the_ only filling sta-
t1?n was m a cave m which the pro-
p1etor served up the petrol in 
buckets. She has slept in a tent in 
Mongolia and logged an incredible 
55,000 miles around Africa in 10 
weeks. 
When she visited Iceland she 
couldn't get enough of its volc~noes 
from ground level, so she chartered 
a plane. 
''.Yes, I do have an insatiable ap-
petite for travel," she savs in the liv-
ing room of her home· on Central 
Pike. The titles of the book behind 
her and piled in front of the 
fireplace, read like exotic stickers on 
a steamer trunk: "China," 
"India," "Katmandu." 
Her desk, off on its own in an 
alcov~, is buried in papers, 
magazines and more books, while 
the wall above it is covered with 
masks - from Africa, Gautemala, 
and the South Pacific. 
It's a Necessity 
But travel for Marion Wright is 
not a luxury. It's a necessity . A way 
of satisfying her "insatiable" thirst 
for knowledge. A thirst nearly 
equalled by her boundless energy 
and enthusiasm. 
It's difficult to imagine Professor 
Wright at rest, let alone asleep. Just 
a minute ago she was sitting right 
there on the sofa talking about the 
latest subject to capture her atten-
tion - the Maya of Mexico. But she 
jumped up and disappeared into the 
next room ... She's back now, 
thumbing through the pages of a 
book on Mayan art to illustrate a 
point she's making. 
A few minutes later there is a 
Phoebe at the bird feeder outside. 
She launches into a description of 
the mud nests Phoebes make. 
Politics, art, langoage, wildlife, 
land formations, history, you-
name-it, Marion Wright can not on-
ly give you an articulate and 
knowledgeable discourse on the sub-
ject, she'll keep you spell-bound do-
ing it. 
In case you haven't guessed, her 
area of speci_al interest is geo~raphy. 
But "geography" to the layman all 
too often conjures up a plethora of 
maps, rainfall charts, and lists of 
capital cities that seem meaningless. 
"Well," she says, "geography is 
really the study of 'Man in the land-
scape' ... (and) there are two parts: 
the physical and the cultural. Then 
if you want to go back and see what 
has happened in the past, you have 
to include their histories." 
Very clever, you say. With that 
definition she has made the entire 
world and everything in it her pro -
vince of study . 
That's right, or so it seems. 
She is a short , robu st woman 
given to wear ing suit s, warm 
sweater s and no-nonse nse shoes. At 
62, she moves with the quickne ss of 
a teena ger but with the self-
an itchy foot 
by Gordon E. Rowley 
assurance of one who has always 
known where she was going. 
For Marion Wright there was no 
agonizing over a career. 
That she should become a teacher 
"seemed a happy -destiny." 
"I always loved school, had 
tremendous teachers and there never 
seemed any question that I would 
become a teacher myself." It has 
been, she says, "a simple life:" a 
bachelors degree from Rhode Island 
College of Education in 1944, a 
masters form Clark University in 
1946, a short stint of teaching at 
Bryant College, then in the summer 
of '46 she received a call from Dr. 
Lucius Whipple, president of Rhode 
She advises anyone traveling to 
make the most of the opportunity. 
Talk or try to communicate with as 
many people as possible, she says. 
That's the best way to get several 
different points of view. It's advice 
she always followed herself. 
Retired art professor, Edith 
Becker, who has been a traveling 
companion of Miss Wright's for 
more than 25 years, recalls that 
language barriers never hinder Miss 
Wright in her efforts to com-
municate. 
"I remember once, when we were 
in a village in South Africa, seeing 
Marion with a group of naked 
children. She was drawing on the · 
MARION WRIGHT and 'The Rhode Island Atlas.' 
Island College of Education (now 
Rhode Island College). 
"We need someone to teach in-
ttoduction to geography. Why don't 
you come and we'll try you out for a 
year," she recalls him saying. That 
was 38 years ago. 
Before going any further , I 
should say that I had the good for-
tune to be a student of Professor 
Wright myself several years ago . 
Unfortunately , it was for only one 
semester , but it was one of the 
highlight s of my college career. 
It wasn't • so much the context of 
the course that made it exciting, but 
Miss Wright's infectious enthusiasm 
for learning. I remember that if 
anyone asked a question and she 
didn't pave the answer, she would 
write a note to herself. And at the 
next class, she WOULD have the 
answer . 
"I always promise my classes that 
I'll give them an itchy foot ," she 
says. 
Travel, she says, is not only the 
cheapest for m of education, it ' s one 
of the best investment s one can 
make. "Your investment in trave l 
always return s intere~t f)ypr ~nr' 
over again 
grouncl with a stick. Then I turned 
around and the next thing I knew 
she was teaching them to play hop-
scotch," Mrs. Becker said. 
Another time, in Portugal, Mrs. 
Becker recalls forgetting her 
favoritre dress in an inn where she 
and Miss Wright · spent the night. 
Undaunted by her lack of Por-
tuguese, Professor Wright sent a let-
ter back to the inn, a letter contain-
ing not words but drawings: three 
stick figures leaving the dress on a 
hanger in the room, Mrs. Becker 
with great tears rolling down her 
cheeks, and their future address in 
Switzerland. When they arrived in 
Switzerland, the dress was there. 
Ask anyone who has served on a 
committee with her and they'll tell 
you that Professor Wright is an 
outspoken woman. But one always 
open to change. On one of their 
earliest trips together, Mrs. Becker 
remembers that Marion refused to 
carry a camera . "I can't be burden-
ed with that weight," she said. but 
soon after, Professor Wright was 
i won over to the note-taking 
capab ilities of the camera and now 
..._ •_ r h ,.. -tn l,- - L • .....,~ --- ..1-:;:_ r. C 
photo library. 
In a way, her vast accummulation 
of experience and knowledge has 
become somewhat of a burden. "I 
have to be very careful," she says, 
"not to sound like a know-it-all." 
But that knowledge of the world 
contributed, more than one would 
suspect, to a monumental project 
that has occupied her for the last 
eight years, the compilation, along 
with colleague Robert J. Sullivan, 
of "The Rhode Island Atlas." 
With the publication of the 
242-page tome, under the auspices 
of the Rhode Island Publication 
Society, Rhode Island now joins 37 
other states in having its own atlas. 
The book . is packed with informa-
tion that Rhode Islanders find 
fascinating, even amusing. They 
learn, for instance, that Olneyville 
was formerly Tar Bridge, that 
Clayville in Scituate was named for 
Henry Clay, and that Pascoag was 
once Monkeytown. 
But the origin and meaning of 
place names is only a subheading 
under one of five major sections, 
that include a wealth of information 
on the state's . physical 
characteristics, its economy and 
transportation. 
In compiling the atlas, Professor 
Wright did the research and 
authored the text, while Professor 
Sullivan created the book's manv 
maps and graphs. Some of these, 
such as the map that shows Rhode 
Island's American Revoulutionarv 
War fortifications and defense sites, 
can be found no where else. 
· Although one might think that 
such a volume would be of interest 
only to residents of the state, such a 
treasury has immeasurable value in 
disseminating information about 
Rhode Island all over the world. 
One organization that was most 
eager to receive a copy was the Na-
tional Geographic Society. 
Although Miss Wright has spent 
literally years traveling the 
backroads of the state to research 
the atlas, even her journeys to such 
faraway places as New Zealand have 
contributed to the book. 
Because of the geological origins 
of Rhode Island, she has gone out 
of her way to visit glaciers and areas 
of volcanic activity. And when she 
writes about slave ships from Pro-
vidence visiting the west coast of 
Africa, she speaks with authority 
because she has been to many of 
those African ports. 
And for the future? Well, there is 
a trip corning up to visit a hill tribe 
in Northern Thailand ... then a visit 
to Burma ... on and on it goes. The 
only thing you can do for an itchy 
foot is keep moving. 
(Gordon Rowley, a contributer to 
the Observer, is a free-lance travel 
writer. He formerly served for six 
years as the Rhode Island College 
photographer. His story is reprinted 
here with permission of Observer 
Publications.) 
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REHEARSING FOR SPANISH DRAMA 'Los Arbolos Mureren de Pie' are (I to r) 
Michael Goodreau, Claudio Montalban, Sarah Beardsley, Migdonia Diez and Raquel Her-
nandez. The play will be presented in Roberts Auditorium at 7:30 p.m. on May IO. 
STRIC presents: 
Spanish Night Drama 
"Trc:;!s Die Standing" or "Los Ar-
boIIes Mueren DePie" by Alejandro 
Casona, a 20th Century playwright from 
Asturias, Spain, will be presented by the 
Spanish Theatre of. Rhode Island Col-
lege (STRIC) on Thursday, May IO, at 
7:30 p.m. in Roberts Auditorium. 
RIC students in the drama -- to be 
presented in Spanish -- are Sarah Beard-
, ley, Migdonia Diez, Alfonso Girardi, 
\1argarita Gonzalez, Michael 
v oodreau, Raquel Hernandez, Leanne 
lachetti. Robert Jackson, Gloria 
Social Work 
Alum ni Assn. meets 
at its-new site 
Rhode Island College School of Social 
Work Alumni Association recently 
sponsored an open house celebrating the 
school's move to its new site, the former 
N.E.A. building. -
'larbara Ailen, acting coordinator of 
t~.e association, Dr. GeoJge Metrey, 
dean of the school, and Hoily Shadoian, 
director of alumni affairs, addressed the 
gathering on the current status of the 
association, the role of the association in 
regards to representation on various 
school committees, and the significance 
of the association, given that it is the 
first to be established at the college for a 
specific discipline. 
Jaramillo, Claudio Montalban, Milton 
Ospina and Alfred Travieso. . 
Donations for the play are $2 m ad-
vance and may be purchased in the 
department of modern languages, or $3 
at the door. 
Director of the drama is Dr. M. 
Frances Taylor. It is being sponsored by 
the fine and performing arts committee 
and the modern languages department. 
There wiII be a Spanish and an English 
resume enclosed in the program. 
Next week is 
last regular 
• issue 
Next Monday, May 14, wiII be the last 
regular issue of What's News at RIC this 
academic year, coinciding with the 
semester end. _ 
A special summer issue will be 
published on June 18. Deadline for all 
copy and photos for the last issue will be 
Tuesday, June 12._ 
What;s News will resume normal 
weekly publication at the commence-
ment of the fall semester. 
ROBERT RUDE and WILLIAM OEHLKERS 
Write book on reading problems 
In an effort to improve students' 
abilities to read, two professors from the 
department of elementary education at 
Rhode Island College, joined forces to 
write a different sort of textbook. 
Dr. Robert T. Rude, professor, and 
Dr. William J. Oehlkers, associate pro-
fessor, are authors of Helping Students 
With Reading Problems, published by 
Prentice-Hall, Inc. of New Jersey. 
A book of some 360 pages and 12 
chapters, it deals with such topics as: 
Understanding the Reading Process; 
Diagnosing Comprehension; Teaching 
Comprehension; and Motivating 
Students to Read. 
"Most books are a hodgepodge (of in-
formation)," explains Oehlkers. "We 
try to have a consistent message." 
"Helping Students with Reading Pro-
blems is a matter-of-fact presentation of 
what teachers need to know about 
reading and how they can help disabled 
learners become better readers," write 
the authors in the preface to their book . 
Together, Rude and Oehlkers have 
spent 40 years worki ng with teachers, 
administrators and problem readers. 
Their combined experiences and obser-
vations over the years influenced them 
to write this book. 
"A reference book with sound 
theoretical underpinnings," said Rude, 
Helping Students can be used long after 
it is used as a textbook. 
Available in the RlC Bookstore, is 
now being used in one of Dr. Oehlkers' 
classes. 
The two professors plan to "take a lit-
tle breather" before they return to 
another project. 
"(We are) in the process of putting 
together a proposal for a computer pro-
gram that will take what we know about 
computers and what we know about 
reading and 'put it in disc form," says 
Rude . 
This software will accompany Rude's 
book and will parallel it. 
Calendar . of Events 
MONDAY, MAY 7 
11 a.m. to I p.m. - Health Watch. 
Donovan Dining Center. 
Noon to I p.m. -Alcoholics Anonymous 
Meeting. Student Union, Room 304. 
6 p.m. - Performance Based Admissions 
Program. Information session. Roberts 
Hall, Board of Governors Room . 
6:30 p.m. - Black Women In Film. Ruby 
Dee in "A Raisin In The Sun." Free and 
open to the public. Providence Public 
Library. 
7:30 p.m. - Lederberg to Address New 
Council for Children. "tiow to Ma~e 
PolicyMakers Listen," Will be the topic 
for R.I. Council Meeting for Children 
with Behavior Disorders. Horace Mann 
Hall, Room 193. 
8 p.m. to midnight - Sounds From the 
Basement. WRIC disc jockeys playing 
live requests every Monday night . _Ad-
mis•sion is soi.. Sutdent Union, 
Rathskellar. 
8:15 p;m. - RIC Chorus and Symphony 
Orchestra with the Providence Singers. 
Rita V. Bicho Memorial Concert. 
Roberts Auditorium. 
MONDAY TO IBURSDAY, MAY 
7-10. 
Noon - Mass. Student Union, Room 
304. 
May 7-May 14 
TUESDAY, MAY 8 
10 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. - Alcohol lnfo~ma-
tion Table. Donovan Dining Center. 
Noon - Mass for Sr. Mary Ann Rossi 
Silver Jubilee. Gaige Auditorium. 
Noon to 2 p.m. - . Career Service!!. 
Resume / job search workshop. Cnug 
Lee, Room 054. 
Noon to 2 p.m. - Department of Com-
munications and Theatre. Colloquium 
Series. "Old Time Radio: A Stroll Down 
Memory Lane." Richard King. Faculty 
Center. 
12:30 p.m. - Biology Colloquium. 
"Nature and Expression of the Mouse 
Egg's Receptor for Sperm," by Dr. Paul 
M. Wassarman of Harvard Medical 
School. Fogarty Life Science, Room 
050. 
1:30 p.m. - Old Stone Rep to Speak. A 
representative from the bank will discuss 
budgeting, IRA's interest rates and 
such. Adams Library Honors Lounge. 
WEDNESDAY, MAY 9 
9 to 10 a.m. - Men's Baseball. RIC vs. 
Salve Regina. Home. 
3 to 4 p.m. - Career Services. Resume 
workshop. Craig Lee, Room 054. 
6 to 8 p.m. - Performance Based Admis-
sions Program. Information session. 
Roberts Hall, Board of Governors 
Room. 
7 p.m. - RIC Film Society Presents: 
''fhe General," a 1926 black and white 
film . Horace Mann, Room 193. 
THURSDAY, MAY 10 
11 a.m. to I p.m. - Health Watch. 
Donovan Dining Center. 
7 p.m. - Bannister Gallery Opening. 
Senior Show, Rhode Island College Art 
Students. Bannister Gallery, Art Center . 
FRIDAY, MAY 11 
3:30 p.m. - Men's Baseball. RIC vs. 
Bridgewater State College. Home . 
SATURDAY, MAY 12 
Classes End. 
SATURDAY AND SUNDAY, MAY 
12-13 
TBA - Women's Track and Field. 
E.C.A.C. Division III Championships. 
Away. 
10 a.m. - Men's Track and Field. New 
England Regionals at Dartmouth Col-
lege. Hanover, N.H. 
SlJNDAY, MAY 13 
10 a.m. - Mass. Student Union, 
Ballroom. 
7 p.m. - Sunday Evening Mass. Browne 
Hall 's Upper Lounge. 
MONDAY, MAY 14 
Final Exams Begin. 
·11 a.m. to 1 p.m. - Health Watch . 
Donovan Dining Center. 
Noon to I p.m. -Alcoholics Anonymous 
Meeting. Student Union, Room 304. 
Noon - Mass. Student Union, Room 
304 . 
6:30 p.m. - Black Women in Film. Cice-
ly Tyson in, "The Autobiography of 
Miss Jane Pittman ." Providence Public 
Library . 
8 p.m. to midnight - Sounds From the 
Basement. WRIC disc jockeys playing 
live requests every Monday night. Ad-
mission is 50¢. ·Student Union, 
Rathskellar. 
